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Introduction

Media diversity refers to a comprehensive coverage of various issues that ought to be of fundamental
concern to every component of the society, without favoring the interests of one group of people over
another. Of chief importance when it comes to media diversity is giving voice to marginalized and
vulnerable groups, or that of people who are unable to access the public debate.

The media’s diverse and comprehensive reporting of issues plays an important role in promoting
social and cultural integration as well as establishing civil peace and cooperation between different
components of society. This role is crucial for local and national media outlets, especially in a society as
diverse as Lebanon’s. Media outlets have professional guidelines and a regulatory framework that allow
them, through their programs, to uphold their duties of respecting human rights, public and individual
freedoms, and the different means of expressing ideas and opinions. Media outlets are also required
to broaden the participation of all segments of society in the public debate and avoid hate speech and
religious intolerance.

From this perspective, this report analyzes the performance of local media outlets when covering LGBT!
issues in Lebanon. It sheds light on specific developments covered in the media, which will be used as
case studies to assess media practices and show both the positive and negative aspects of the coverage.
The first chapter of the report tackles media coverage of judiciary enforcement of article 534 of the
Lebanese Penal Code, which 1s understood to criminalize homosexuality. This is examined through a
review of the evolution of Lebanese jurisprudence through two rulings issued in 2009 and 2014, and
how they were covered in the media.

The second chapter addresses media coverage of violations against LGBT rights and the advocacy
efforts towards banning anal examinations at police stations.

Chapters three, four and five analyze the media coverage of three cases that caught the attention of the
Lebanese public opinion, namely Cinema Plaza, Ghost nightclub and Agha Hammam.

Opverall, the main objective of this report is to understand the contribution of the media to the debate
around the treatment of LGB'T people in Lebanon, by attempting to answer the following questions:

- How did the media cover the scandal of anal examinations at police stations? Did they show support
to the campaign aimed at banning this type of abusive examinations?

- Does article 534 of the Penal Code (which criminalizes “sexual intercourse against nature”) apply to
homosexual relations?

- What role does jurisprudence play in ensuring the right of individuals to choose their sexual orientation?
Do media outlets reflect the developments on the judiciary front?

- Is there a clear media commitment to combating homophobia in Lebanese society?

- Is the media coverage of LGBT issues limited to legal proceedings, or does it seek to ensure the
integration of this marginalized group into the society?

- Does the media coverage promote a rights-based approach in general and LGBT rights in particular,
or does it perpetuate a conservative outlook on the issue?

- Do media outlets treat LGBT stories as scandalous affairs or cover them from a human rights
perspective?

- What can influence media institutions to provide more positive and less discriminatory coverage of

LGBT?

1. LGBT: Lesbian, Gay, Bi- and Transsexual
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- «Criminalizing gay sex is not valid.»

- «A decision that has been hailed as a major achievement

by activists in Lebanon.» Landmark ruling rubbishes The Daily Star
- «On the judges’ front we are making huge steps. Now anti-gay law in Lebanon 2014 Luyle/,13T 5
we need to change the attitude of the police and security

forces.»

- «This is a big step towards decriminalizing

homosexuality.» Lebanon: LGBT ruling only Al-Akhbar English
- «More judges need to say this article (534) doesn’t apply  the first step 2014 Luyle/ )3T 6
to the LGBT community.»

- « La décision est applaudie par beaucoup d’avocats et de
membres de la société civile ». (Cette décision) « constitue ~Acquitter une transsexuelle, une LOrient-Le Jour
un pas en avant, dautant quelle prend en considération décision qui peut faire jurisprudence 2014 Luyle/,13T 6
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Le scandale de Dekouané

Détentions arbitraries, torture, réglement municipal raciste

Il 0’y a rien de plus urgent que le scandale qui représente le cas des
victimes de ces agressions
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She was abused both verbally and sexually

A dangerous precedent

The municipal police detainment of customers is also illegal and should
be looked into urgently because it is a clear violation of the constitution
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This is more than prostitution or drugs charge, this a blow to the gay
partying scene

They are calling for those responsible for the violations to be held
accountable

They arrested Syrians because they are sadly an easy target
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Conclusion

Media outlets have an important role to play in defending and promoting the rights of homosexual
people in today’s society, in keeping with the requirements of media diversity. All segments of society
must be involved in the public debate and be allowed to express their opinions and needs freely. This,
in turn, can help break the cycle of fear arising from conservative practices and unfair policies and
laws.

Some developments did not receive appropriate media coverage. This could be said of the landmark
ruling by a Batroun judge in 2009 which determined that consensual same-sex relations were not
against nature and therefore should not be subjected to legal penalty. But when another judge issued
a ruling in 2014, protecting the rights of transgender people to choose their sexual orientation, the
media started to show more interest in covering the issue. Both instances were amongst the first
attempts to promote LGB'T freedom and rights both from a legal and human rights perspective.
LGBT issues are a real challenge for media outlets and journalists, as demonstrated by the coverage of
the Ghost nightclub incident. In that particular case, the Mayor of Dekwaneh, who had ordered the
security forces to shut down a gay-friendly bar and arrest several club-goers, tried to win the support
of religious figures, local residents and several media owners in order to confront other journalists,
civil society organizations and media outlets that support LGBT issues.

The monitoring of the coverage of LGBT issues has shown significant change over time, with regards
to how security and judiciary services deal with LGBT people, and in particular after the revelation of
anal examinations being conducted in police stations. This change in tone has also helped raise public
awareness of LGB issues and caused some of the stereotypes prevailing in the media to break down.
Indeed, several media outlets, which had previously taken a hostile stance, seem to be delivering a
more moderate stance over time. Others have gone so far as to highlight LGBT rights as the first item
in their news broadcasts.

This report also reveals that LGBT issues are completely ignored by Al-Manar, Future TV and NBN;
whereas LBCI, MTV and OTV covered the topic from very different perspectives, with different
content, tone, scope and style.

It is worth noting that news websites have rarely made any significant contribution to the coverage
of LGBT issues. One of the few exceptions is NOW Media (formerly known as NOW Lebanon),
which published several stories in support of LGBT rights and sought to make LGBT voices heard.
Al-Akhbar English was another online news source that was also active on the issue, before it shut
down in February 2015.

Most print media outlets have covered events pertaining to the LGBT cause between the years 2012
and 2014. In most cases, the tone was positive and in favor of LGB rights.
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