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Introduction

The Lebanese print, electronic and broadcast media enjoys a comparatively higher level of freedom
when covering security issues than that in neighboring countries. Whenever a security incident occurs,
the media is always there to cover the events, provide an analysis and broadcast news and information
from various sources, both official and unofficial, whether reliable or inaccurate.

Dealing with security issues requires high degrees of accuracy, given that false reporting might induce
exacerbated risks. Reporting on security institutions is a very sensitive issue. This is especially true now
because of ongoing developments both in Lebanon and the wider region. It is also particularly relevant
since the use of media has become a vital communication tool for state security, at times when it is also
used for propaganda purposes by armed groups..

In light of the situation, this report sheds light on the coverage of security sector institutions in local
media outlets (from October 1-20, 2014), a topic that 1s particularly important for the public opinion.
The study also analyses the sources on which media outlets rely to get their information to paint an
overall picture of the security situation.

In addition, the study explains the role that the various official security and military institutions (the
Army, the Internal Security Forces and the General Security among others) play in providing media
outlets with news and information to allow them to cover a story. This helps assess the performance of
these institutions and their ability to communicate with the media.

This report will provide answers to two key questions:

Firstly, how do security institutions communicate with the public, particularly by means
of the different media outlets and journalists?

Secondly, how do media outlets interact with the security institutions and provide
information about security developments in Lebanon?
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Findings and Conclusion

Main findings

Political stability and consensus among traditionally feuding Lebanese parties have translated into
more positive media coverage, indicating ties of cooperation between the security sector and the
media.

Negative media coverage of security institutions, namely in printed press and television, did not
exceed 4% of the total allocated segments.

The development of electronic communication means in security and military institutions has
allowed them to publish news about their activities on a daily basis without having to go through
traditional media channels.

The Public Relations Division of the Directorate General of the Internal Security Forces is the
most active on the media front, and the most interactive with the mainstream media as well as
with the public via social media and traditional media outlets, namely TV channels and radio
stations. Instructions on public safety and emergency situations constitute the major part of its
postings on social media networks.

Lebanese newspapers represent an essential source for the Directorate of Orientation in the
Lebanese Army for the elaboration of its press statements that are published on its website,
which also re-publishes the headlines of all daily newspaper as well as an analysis of the political
developments based on selected commentaries from various newspapers.

The most frequently covered subjects in print press are news concerning arrests (21.4% of total
coverage), followed by news about military and security operations (17.8%).

The most frequently covered subjects in television news reports are related to military and security
operations conducted by various security services, which accounted for about 28.3% of total
coverage, and then reports of attacks on security and military forces (15%).

Journalistic investigations related to the security sector are extremely rare, amounting to less than
2% of the monitored material. Most published material took the form of short news items (95%).
Television news investigations were limited to two investigations out of 113 news reports,
representing less than 2% of the total number of television reports.

50.1% of newspapers’ articles and 42.5% of television news reports on the security sector did not
mention any sources for the information they provided.

92% of the press statements issued by security sources were published without any modification
or additions in newspapers and 94% in television news reports. In these cases, the statements were
published unchanged, without addition of any analytical content, context or editorial framing.
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Conclusion

The report shows that the Lebanese security services have succeeded in becoming sources that media
outlets use, quasi-exclusively, when covering security issues in the country. This can be seen as a
positive development for security and military institutions, which shows that media outlets consider
these sources trustworthy and thus use their news and data.

However, more than 90 percent of security news in newspapers and TV channels are taken from data
made available by official institutions. This shows that media outlets are not doing enough to look for
other sources, and the reports published in different outlets end up being similar. This finding reflects
a deeper problem that is probably due to the difficult situation Lebanon is going through politically
and on the security front. Media outlets echoing security sources without further scrutiny is seen as a
patriotic act and a contribution to preserving the country’s stability and supporting the police and the
army. Nonetheless, this position should not let the media forgo its critical role in creating its own news,
providing different perspectives, and holding public institutions accountable. The media’s duty is to
shed light on the facts and not only relay the official discourse.
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